
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION IX

75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA  94105

March 11, 2004

Ms. Catherine Witherspoon
Executive Officer
California Air Resources Board
1001 I Street
Sacramento, California  95812   

Dear Ms. Witherspoon:

We have found adequate for transportation conformity purposes the motor vehicle
emission budgets in the Coachella Valley 2003 PM10 Plan (2003 Plan), adopted by the South
Coast Air Quality Management District on 8/1/03 and by the State on10/23/03.  As a result of our
adequacy findings, the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) and the Federal
Highway Administration must use these budgets in future conformity analyses once the findings
become effective. 
 

On 1/9/04, the Air Resources Board submitted the 2003 Plan to EPA.  The plan identifies
regional motor vehicle emission budgets for 2003 and 2006.  The specific budgets are shown in
the first enclosure to this letter.   We announced receipt of the plan on the Internet and requested
public comment by 2/23/04.  We received no comments during the comment period.

This letter transmits our decision that the motor vehicle emissions budgets in the 2003
Plan are adequate for transportation conformity decisions.  After reviewing the 2003 Plan, we
have preliminarily determined that it provides for attainment of the PM-10 standards in the
Coachella Valley.  We have detailed our adequacy findings in the enclosures.  A copy of this letter
and its enclosures will soon be posted on the Internet at:

http://www.epa.gov/oms/transp/conform/pastsips.htm. 

We will also announce the adequacy findings in the Federal Register.  The findings will become
effective 15 days after the Federal Register announcement.  Consistent with the State’s request
and our previous rulemaking on the Coachella Valley PM10 budgets (68 FR 19318, 4/18/03), our
approval of the pre-existing budgets in the 2002 Coachella Valley PM10 SIP expires on the
effective date of our adequacy finding for these new replacement budgets.

The methodology for estimating paved road dust emissions is consistent with EPA's AP-
42 emissions factors, with one exception:  California did not use correction factor C in the current
version of AP-42, which subtracts out MOBILE6.2 1980 fleet exhaust emissions, brake wear, and
tire wear. California-specific roadway silt loading inputs to the emission factor equation were
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derived from measurements by Midwest Research Institute. The unpaved road dust emissions
factor was based on measurements performed by the University of California, Davis, and the
Desert Research Institute.  We are specifically approving the State's reentrained dust
methodologies for paved and unpaved roads for use in future conformity analyses.  

If you have any questions regarding these adequacy findings, please contact Eleanor
Kaplan at (415) 947-4147 

Sincerely,

[Matt Haber, for]

Deborah Jordan
Acting Director, Air Division 

Enclosures (2)

cc: Bob O’Loughlin, FHWA
Sandra Balmar, FHWA
Sue Kiser, FHWA
Leslie Rogers, FTA
Sharon Scherzinger, Caltrans
Elaine Chang, SCAQMD
Julia Lester, SCAQMD
Charles Keynejad, SCAG



3

Enclosure 1

Coachella Valley 2003 PM10 Attainment Plan Motor Vehicle Emissions Budgets

PM-10 BUDGETS (ANNUAL AVERAGE, TONS PER DAY)

Year 2003 2006

PM-10 12.3 10.9
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